THE PAST AND THE GREAT STATE

herently fitted: he is a creature of jealousy and
suspicion, unstable, restless, acquisitive, aggressive,
intractible, and of a most subtle and nimble dis-
honesty. Moreover, he is imaginative, adventurous,
and inventive. His nature and instincts are as
much in conflict with the necessary restrictions and
subjugation of the Normal Social Life as they are
likely to be with any other social net that necessity
may weave about him. But the Normal Social
Life had this advantage, that it has a vast accu-
mulated moral tradition and a minutely worked-out
material method. All the fundamental institutions
have arisen in relation to it and are adapted to its
conditions. To revert to it after any phase of
social chaos and distress is and will continue for
many years to be the path of least resistance for
perplexed humanity.

Our conception of the Great State, on the other
hand, is still altogether unsubstantial. It is a project
as dreamlike to-day as electric lighting, electric
traction, or aviation would have been in the year
1850. In 1850 a man reasonably conversant with
the physical science of his time could have declared
with a very considerable confidence that, given a
certain measure of persistence and social security,
these things were more likely to be attained than
not in the course of the next century. But such a
prophecy was conditional on the preliminary accu-
mulation of a considerable amount of knowledge,
on many experiments and failures. Had the world
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